268                        WALTER BAGEHOT
affect a state fundamentally, it must be funda-
mental, a discussion of primary issues and basic
principles; and such discussion inflames the passions,
blinds the reason, and incites to violence. A nation
continually torn by civil war can scarcely advance.
A progressive nation is necessarily one which can
discuss exciting subjects without too much excite-
ment. In Athens and Rome, the aristocratic and
popular parties conducted a long constitutional
debate which led to much innovation and develop-
ment. This process was furthered by the broaden-
ing influences of trade and colonization.
" Civilized ages inherit the human nature which
was victorious in barbarous ages, and that nature
is, in many respects, not at all suited to civilized
circumstances."19 In primitive life problems are
plain and simple, and best dispatched by vigorous
and incessant action. For this reason " an inability
to stay quiet, an irritable desire to act directly, is
one of the most conspicuous failings of mankind."19
We love action so much that we never have time
to plan. Even philosophers are so eager to think
that they never have time to judge, and often
expand into a tremendous system what were better
left as a little suggestion. If many business men
could be persuaded to trade cautiously four hours
a day, they would grow rich, but they trade hastily
for eight, and are ruined. The habit of discussion
prevents hasty action. It ensures elaborate con-
sideration, makes men sober and thoughtful, renders
them tolerant, and frees them from the barbarous
prejudice of early custom. Above all, it develops
that quality of " animated moderation" which
Bagehot finds so admirable in the Englishman.20